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Mission Statement: The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes  professional and 

                                   personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 

 

Vision Statement: Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide 
 

Epsilon Upsilon Chapter of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International is composed of educa-

tors who have been elected to membership by their peers.  Through this organization, women 

teachers are offered a lifelong association with others in the profession who are engaged in a 

shared pursuit of common interests goals and ideas as they strive for professional growth and to 

become leaders for the advancement of education. 

Epsilon Upsilon Members attend first 

2020-2021 meeting via Zoom 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

Texas State Organization 
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Stay Connected 
The following are links to pages 

for learning more about our 

incredible organization. 

DKG – International 
DKG - Texas 

2021 State Convention news 

Lone Star (State newsletter) 

Weathering the Teaching Roles  

in Today’s Educational World 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Times have changed! COVID-19 has forced millions of people to sit at 
home and over 1.2 billion students out of their schools.  

The pandemic drama has made the learning system change so dra-
matically such that it made the schools go into an e-learning method, 
or others into a hybrid teaching/learning style. 

What’s e-learning? It’s an educational method of teaching where stu-
dents don’t have to be present in the class. Instead, teachers teach 
the lessons online or virtually. 

Hybrid is a combination of classroom and virtual teaching and learn-
ing that can look different in each school district.   

For the January meeting we had a panel of teachers from different 
academic settings and school districts.   Each shared how they have 

Shannon Perales,  Megan Johnson, 

Lois Prukop-Reyes, Annie Priolo 

Alma Ortega, Anabel Guerra 

Continued Weathering - p 4 

https://dkg.org/
https://www.dkgtexas.org/
https://www.dkgtexas.org/uploads/4/2/8/3/42835841/denton_convention_newsletter__1-copy_4__1_.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/122ed515-905f-4742-94d7-ce4a55040b5b
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The Prez Sez  
 My Dear Sisters,           
As we continue to adjust to our circumstances, I am amazed at the creative and posi-
tive ideas I have heard over the Holidays. Families gathered in smaller numbers, held 
“drive-through” plate pick-ups, shared stories and pictures online, and felt closer to 
each other despite the distance imposed upon them. 
 

Our panel discussion brought home the innovative ways to keep students connected 
and feeling empowered to keep going. It has been difficult and rewarding at the same 
time.  I know we can never go back to the way life was before the pandemic because 
each of us has had to learn, adapt and become stronger. Reflecting on those changes, 
I can see how our lives and our relationships have transformed in positive ways.  
 

I look forward to our meetings not simply for the knowledge shared but for the love 
and encouragement I sense when we are together I miss the closeness and I look for-
ward to that sunny, spring day when we can all be together again. 

                            Eloisa Villanueva  

Don’t Let These Important Opportunities Get By You! 

The Following Applications are Due March 1st 

 

TSO Scholarship Application 

The Texas Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has several generous 

scholarships available to its members. There are scholarships available for graduate studies, con-

tinuing adult education, and educational travel.  To explore these possibilities find information on 

the Texas DKG webpage. https://www.dkgtexas.org/scholarship-applications.html 

 

Aspiring Educator Grant Applications  

Do you know a woman who would make an outstanding teacher?  Do you know a woman who 

could use some encouragement and financial help in pursuing a career in education? ASTEF pro-

vides grants to women in Texas to assist them in completing a bachelor’s degree in education. 

Collegiate members as well as non-member women are eligible to apply for the this grant.  Appli-

cants may apply for a 3-hour , a 6-hour, or a one-time award to earn an alternative certification in 

Texas. 

All candidates must be sponsored by a member of DKG. 

Guidelines and applications are available on the ASTEF webpage under Forms. 

https://www.dkgtexas.org/scholarship-applications.html
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ZOOM Guests are the BEST! 
Our monthly DKG meetings have definitely seen changes during these last 6 or so months.   
The leading difference is the use of a video conferencing service, ZOOM.  We have been able to conduct 
business, “see” faces of dear sisters, both local and distant, we have shared programs that meet our social
-emotional and educational needs, and we have guests from many places that wouldn't normally get to be 
with us.  Annie Priolo introduced us to such a person at our last meeting.    

  Here’s Annie sharing her thoughts about her friend, Tara Brown. 
 
 I urge you to get connected to Tara Brown,  
 “The Connection Coach”, who enthusiastically  
 joined our Epsilon Upsilon January meeting.  
 
 I first “met” Tara when she came to Sharyland High School, 

sometime before 2015. I was working at the Alternative Education Center (after about 25 years in jun-

ior high school).  Her message was hardly new, but it was delivered with such passion and conviction.  I 

thought “that is the teacher I aspire to be!  And I love to teach!” I always believed that students don’t 

care what you know until they know that you care. But truthfully, there have been a few students over 

the years that I could not convince that I cared. 

 This fall, I received an email from Tara Brown. She was offering a free Zoom workshop!  I was 

thrilled to be able to participate.  The group was relatively small, so we could get personal and talk 

about our current challenges.  That is when we became “friends”.  

 When I received her recent newsletter, about the time we announced our meeting, I immedi-

ately invited her.  She loved the experience she had with us, and before leaving that Zoom meeting, 

was asking about presenting at DKG Alpha State!   

The children we teach are much more important than the subject we teach!   

She inspires me all the time! 

Annie Priolo 

To learn more about this dynamic and passionate woman, check out her mission on the following website: 

https://theconnectioncoach.org/ 

Stay connected by checking in at our Epsilon Upsilon website: 

https://epsilonupsilontx.weebly.com/ 

https://epsilonupsilontx.weebly.com/


Written by veteran STAR attendee, Pam Bond 

 Otherwise known as Spectacular Texas Art Retreat, 

  is FUN and you learn along the way!   

Have you ever wondered what a “Zentangle” is?   
 

 I’ve seen some of the beautiful work done by  

Epsilon Upsilon members and wondered how in the world did they do that?  Well, STAR is 

the place to learn all about it and a lot of other art forms besides.  If you’ve ever thought “I 

can’t do that” or “I’m not an artist”, the good news is there are a lot of options at STAR.   

 One year, in one of the several classes I chose to attend, I learned to make fantastic 

linen and paper napkin folds.  You just might see them when we can start meeting as a 

group and have a meal.   

 This year, we didn’t get to meet together in the beautiful, tranquil setting of Camp 

Allen, but we did manage four classes through the miracle of Zoom.  One class was about 

how to make a Valentangle, a valentine using the Zentangle techniques.  I discovered it orig-

inally was to destress (Zen) and was a line drawing.  We made a Valentine with hearts which 

we later colored in.  It didn’t have to be perfect, no one judges.  Just try it.  This goes for the 

live classes, too.  I was also fascinated this year by the watercolor class.  The instructor 

taught us a number of different techniques using watercolors.  It was amazing to the point I 

thought “Gee, maybe I CAN do this!”   

 In years when we can meet as a group, the projects are as widely varied as the mem-

bers present.  You choose whichever classes pique your interests and abilities and … just go!  

You have several opportunities to learn something new, make something beautiful and 

unique, enjoy the company of DKG women, spend quiet time in nature, and eat.  You are 

fed very well at STAR.  It is a thoroughly relaxing time.  

 If you have any questions or wonder about attending please contact me.   

I’ll be happy to fill you in.      

Note:   Registration for the STAR 2022 event is now open and can be accessed at this link.  

Mark your calendar for January 15-17, 2022 at Camp Allen.   
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Weathering cont. from p 1    

enjoyed some sunshine, withstood storms, and found rainbows. The panel agreed that having the op-

portunity to collaborate with their peers on lesson planning has been pleasant and resourceful.  Integrity  

may be the most difficulty tempest.  Being able to assess students and their true learning without it be-

ing done in a monitored setting, may result in learning gaps that won’t be apparent until later.  The pot 

of gold is that the learners are developing skills such as time management, self-motivation, and tech 

proficiencies that will be much needed.  Thank you to our incredible panel for sharing. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u5ogh562PAG_zdOtP8rAQCWbkvpeAHDfrM6KUpmmTsw/edit?usp=sharing


Texas State Organization: Promoting Excellence in Education Through Scholarship, Fellowship, Leadership 

Reprinted from ASTEF webpage 

    The month of February is Giving Month for ASTEF!  

    This is a special time of the year when members are  

    encouraged to learn more about ASTEF and to donate to  

      OUR Foundation. This month we will be following the  

     “Yellow Brick Road” as we conduct the 2021 annual  

      Giving Month from February 1 to 28. 
 

             We will also revive an ASTEF tradition with an  

      amazing online auction beginning February 21. 

 Keep an eye out for further Constant Contacts. 

  Help us spread the word by telling your chapter 

 friends that February is the month to help 

 ASTEF support SCHOLARSHIPS,  

    LEADERSHIP, and PROJECTS. 
 

      Our 2021 goal for the February Giving Month    

   is $10,000. Once again, you will be able to 

   keep up with everything “Yellow Brick  

    Road” by visiting the ASTEF website and 

      watching the thermometer as it rises.  

 

   February Giving Month donors impact ASTEF with every dollar they donate by 

providing funds for SCHOLARSHIPS, LEADERSHIP, and PROJECTS. Behind each 

gift is a unique story that reflects family, parents and friends who support ASTEF.  As 

a 501(c)(3) public charity, ASTEF provides funding for activities that support profes-

sional and personal growth of women educators in Texas and promotes educational 

excellence for Texas students. ASTEF cherishes the generosity of your tax-deductible 

gift.  You make THE mission possible and for that we say, “THANK YOU!” 
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February 

   21st 

~~~ 

Online 

Auction 

Consider a ASTEF donation “in honor of’”  

a special friend, DKG sister, colleague, or relative.   

What a mindful way to tell them how much they mean to you. 

A gift to ASTEF is a gift that keeps on giving when it is used to support  

scholarships, leadership seminars, and classroom or chapter projects that  

impact Texas educators and students. 


